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APIARY NEWSLETTER

APIARY INSPECTOR RETIRES

Ed Levi of the Plant Board’s
Apiary Division has retired
May 31, 2011, from the Arkan-
sas State Plant Board after 25
years of distinguished service
to the state of Arkansas.

Friends, colleagues and family
met for some moments of remi-
niscing in the training room,
May 31st. True to his devotion
to educating others about bees
and their importance, bees
were the theme of the decora-
tions.

Ed admitted that working for
the Plant Board in the begin-
ning was a little daunting be-
cause for once he needed to be
civilly obedient to be an effi-
cient regulator. He then

adapted and began his many
years of trying to educate all
who would listen on the im-
portance of bees to our envi-
ronment and way of life. There
would be no agriculture if not
for bees.

In 2006 Ed received the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award
in recognition for his commit-
ment to making a difference
through his volunteer service.
His volunteer work has taken
him to places such as Nepal,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Ka-
zakhistan, India, Bangladesh,
Ukraine and Guinea.

In parting he said retirement is
not an end but rather another
stage in his life. He will be sell-
ing queen bees beginning in

June. There are missions
planned to Egypt and Ethiopia
in the near future and other
projects in the works. We wish
Ed the best of luck in these
endeavors and hope he will
keep us informed.

NATIONAL HONEY BEE SURVEY UPDATE

The National Honey Bee Sur-
vey was set in motion by USDA
to determine what bee pests
and diseases we have in the
U.S. This information is vital
to protect our borders . Some
countries wanting to export
bees to the U.S. had national
surveys showing the conditions
of their bees but, the U.S. did
not have a National Honey Bee
Survey that could legally docu-

ment what conditions don’t
exist here. That meant that any
country meeting the require-
ment of the international trade
agreements could export bees
into the U.S. and into any state
herein. They could do this
because we couldn’t legally
demonstrate what we didn’t
have.

We are now completing this
survey to protect our bees.

Arkansas has completed 16 of
the required 25 surveys per
state. We have 9 more to com-
plete.

If you are interested in help-
ing and have at least 10 viable
hives in one yard please contact
our office. We are trying to
collect the remaining samples
from the south half of the state
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“MarketMaker links

Jood producers with
economically viable
markets...”

Deformed bee
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MARKETING SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Arkansas MarketMaker: A Free
Direct Marketing Tool to Promote
Specialty Products. Ronald Rainey
Associate Professor

University of Arkansas Division of
Agriculture

Arkansas MarketMaker (MM) was
launched in March 2010 as an online
marketing resource available to Arkan-
sas’ farmers, businesses, and consum-
ers. Throughout its initial year of opera-
tion, the resource has enjoyed solid suc-
cess in terms of aiding in the promotion
and understanding of local food sys-
tems, especially farmers’ markets

MM is an interactive web resource
aimed at promoting the products and
businesses of agricultural producers by

| connecting food producers, distributors,

buyers, and sellers to their specific con-
sumer markets. Using a web-based
search engine of databases in a GIS
(global information system) environ-
ment, MarketMaker links food produc-
ers with economically viable markets,
while aiding in food security and en-
hanced quality in food supply chains.

Arkansas joined an emerging national
network that now features 18 states and
a collaboration that features one of the
most extensive collections of searchable
food industry related data in the coun-
try. Farmers, retailers, restaurant own-
ers/chefs, and farmers’ market manag-
ers all benefit from being connect-

ed. Successful MM resource features
include customizable farm/business
profiles which highlight a specific prod-

Viruses are pieces of genet-
ic material that parasitize a
host cell, making the cell
produce more viruses. No
vaccines or medications are
available for any of the
honey bee viruses; howev-
er, new RNA Silencing
technology may soon pro-
vide a means to reverse

ucts and services; a menu-driven
system to conduct market re-
search on food consumption data
and consumer profiles; searcha-
ble database that can be viewed
with a maps to locate products,
businesses and markets. The
Division of Agriculture has de-
veloped numerous MM promo-
tional items as well as updated
online educational and market-
ing resources. A few examples of
marketing strategies that MM
could easily fit include farm to
school, agritourism, or farmer’s
market activities. The site fea-
tures a social networking fea-
tures, FaceBook and Twitter,
integrated directly within the site
to allow businesses to greatly
expand the number of potential
customers they can reach with
promotional and educational
information.

Local food marketing has contin-
ued to expand within the state as
the number of farmers’ markets
and growers interested in mar-
keting directly continue to ex-
pand. MM is effectively serving
this growing sector and experi-
encing terrific momentum with
growers and farmers’ markets.
Farmers, retailers and institu-
tions are attempting to partici-
pate in the local foods momen-
tum at unprecedented levels.
Retailers are scrambling to iden-
tify viable venders to supply agri-
cultural products and consumers

virus symptoms in DWV and
other bee viruses. Until then,
good sanitation practices are
the key to prevention. Comb
replacement, requeening, and
Integrated Management of
Varroa mites are the best prac-
tical responses to a virus infec-
tion. DWV appears to be asso-
ciated with parasitic Varroa
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are searching for enhanced expe-
riences beyond the consumption
of food with a heightened interest
in knowing the origins of their
food products. As a result, the
demand for understanding and
transparency of local food system
has grown because of the multi-
tude of marketing strategies used
and the myriad of product brands
ranging from local, to organic, to
natural. MM offers a free tool
that both producers and consum-
ers can use to better understand
their local food market.

According to website analytics,
the site averages almost 1,400
users and 17,000 website hits per
month since its release in March
2010. The interactive database
features a large number of unique
farm business profiles, 45 differ-
ent farmer’s markets and over
10,000 non-farm businesses. The
Arkansas project is part of the
national MarketMaker network
which was recognized by National
Institute of Food and Agriculture
with a 2010 Partnership Award.

If you want to learn more about
Arkansas MarketMaker, visit the
resource website, www.uaex.edu/
marketmaker. Also feel free to
contact the MarketMaker project
director, Ron Rainey, at market-
maker@ueax.edu or your local
county Extension office.

DEFORMED WING VIRUS

mites which are known to
spread the virus or at least acti-
vate it.

There is no cure for a virus. To
preserve your other hives the
best choice may be destroying
the infected colony
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BEEKEEPING FOR BEGINNERS

Jon Zawislak, from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Cooperative
Extension Service, will be offer-
ing more free Beginning Bee-
keeping short courses. These 3
-part evening classes will in-
clude a tour of the bee hive and
other equipment, an introduc-
tion to honey bee biology, and
explain how to keep honey bees
healthy. The course will also
walk through the first two years
with a new bee hive -- from
getting started to harvesting
honey and successful overwin-

tering a colony.

August 8, 15 & 22, 6:30-9:00
pm

John E. Miller Bldg, Ozarka
College, Melbourne, AR

To register or for more infor-
mation, call the Izard County
Extension Office at 870-368-
4323

September 12, 19 & 26, 6:00-
9:00 pm

Extension Homemakers House
on 2nd Street (behind the
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Courthouse), Nashville, AR

To register or for more infor-
mation, call the Howard County
Extension Office at 870-845-
7517

For more information, visit us on
the web at:
http://www.aragriculture.org/
insects/bees/events.htm

Initial meeting of the new
River Valley Beekeepers
Association on July 11. Con-
tact Jon for details/location.

SMALL HIVE BEETLE RESEARCH

Graduate student, Natasha
Wright, has begun her work on
small hive beetles (SHB) in
Arkansas. She is studying the
microbial enemies of SHB,
anatomy of SHB, and several
aspects of their behavior and
life cycle. On June 13 she made
a presentation to the NW AR
Beekeeping Association and on

June 20 to the Ouachita Bee-
keeping Association, on her
research. The title of her talk is
"Pathogens and Biological Con-
trol of Small Hive Beetles in
Arkansas" by N. Wright and D.
Steinkraus. Natasha is looking
for beekeepers throughout Ar-
kansas to collect SHB from
their hives for her
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Dr. Steinkraus taught the Uni-
versity of Arkansas apiculture
course, ENTO4043, during
Spring 2011. The students had
hands-on experience building
hives, installing bees, catching
swarms, observing bee behav-
iors, bee anatomy, and many
other aspects of honey bee biolo-
gy and management. Special
thanks to Ed Levi for guest lec-
tures and demonstrations during
the class. Dr. Steinkraus pub-
lished an article in American Bee
Journal, April 2011, "How to
Make a Steinkraus-Morse Swarm

Catcher". This article is based on
15 years of experimentation on
the best and easiest way to cap-
ture swarms 5-30 feet high. He
named the catcher to honor his
father, Dr. Keith H. Steinkraus
and his apiculture professor at
Cornell, Dr. Roger Morse, both
deceased. Keith and Roger
worked together on honey wines
fermentations, honey characteris-
tics, and also American foulbrood
in honeys. Dr. Steinkraus also
gave three talks and one work-
shop at the Missouri State Bee-
keeper Association meeting in

study. Please contact her at:
<nawright@uark.edu> and she
can send you instuctions and a
kit and free shipping with

a FedEx envelope. This re-
search is funded by the Califor-
nia State Beekeeper's Associa-
tion.

B TS
“Help bee research by
sending in samples”

Branson, MO, March 10-12,

2011. His talks were "Honey Bee
Nutrition: Food for

Thought", "Astounding Stories of
Bees Being Killed and Killing",
"Anatomy of the Honey

Bee". This was a fun meet-

ing. Dr. Steinkraus gave the Mas-
ter Gardeners of Washington
County a class in beekeeping on
February 24, 2011, and one to the
Master Naturalist Class at Lake
Dardanelle on February 12,

2011.
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